
All About Butterfl ies 
 
Butterf l ies are some of the most interest ing insects in the wor ld .  There 
are over seventeen thousand d ifferent spec ies wor ldwide . A butterf ly ’s 
l i fe cyc le is made up of four parts .  1 .  The female butterf ly lays her egg on 
a leaf .  2 .  The egg hatches and a caterp i l lar comes out .  It l ives and eats on 
the leaf where it was born and wi l l  shed its sk in many t imes .  3 .  When the 
caterp i l lar has grown much b igger, i t creates a chrysa l is .  4 .  Ins ide the 

chrysa l is the caterp i l lar turns into a butterf ly ,  the chrysa l is breaks open 
and a butter lfy comes out .  Butterf l ies can l ive for between 2 days and 11 
monhts .  Butterf l ies l ive in lots of d ifferent p laces depend ing on what 
season it is .  They l ike to l ive in warm p laces and can be found in many 
countr ies around the wor ld .  Butterf l ies tend to l ive where they can f ind 
food . They are awake dur ing the day look ing for food and at n ight they 
may be found on the unders ide of a leaf or tucked away in a crev ice in a 
rock . Butterf l ies get a l l  the food they need by dr ink ing .  They have a long, 
th in tube in the ir mouth ca l led a probosc is ,  wh ich they use l ike a straw to 

suck up the ir food . Adu lt butterf l ies eat a l l  sorts of th ings , such as ju ices 
from oranges and watermelons .  They a lso eat nectar from d ifferent types 
of f lowers and water .  Some types of butterf l ies have eye spots on the ir 
w ings .  If a predator comes near they f lutter the ir w ings , showing the ir 
eye spots , wh ich scares the predator away . Some butterf l ies taste 
horr ib le and br ight co lours usua l ly warn other an ima ls of th is .   
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