
Build A Bird Feeder 
Did you know that there are about 10,000 different types of birds in the world? You don't have to go far 
to see some of them. Birds live outside in backyards and parks and can even be found in a busy city! Do 
you know what kinds of birds live in your neighbourhood? Have you ever taken a close look at the birds 
you see in your backyard to identify them and observe their behaviour? In this activity, you will build a 
bird feeder to attract birds, so you can study them. 

• Plastic milk/juice container with cap 
• Scissors or craft knife 
• Wooden dowel, twig, or wooden coffee stirrer 
• Bird seeds 
• Mini cup(s) 
• Water 
• Tape 
• Optional: paper plate 
• Possible decorations: tree bark, shells, stones, 

stickers, etc.  
Note: Make sure that any materials you use to 
decorate the bird feeders are safe for the birds. 
If possible, stick to as many natural materials 
as possible.  

• Optional: paintbrushes, when using paint 
• Glue or glue gun 
• Twine, yarn, or thin rope 
• Adult helper 
• Pen or pencil 
• Binoculars (optional) 
• Bird field guide (optional) 
• Lab notebook  

Preparation 

Clean out the milk or juice container with warm water and soap. Let the container dry completely. 

Procedure 

1. Ask an adult to help you cut an opening into the flat side of the container. The opening should be at 
least one inch above the bottom of the container and at least three inches in diameter.  

 



 

2. Use tape to cover the sharp edges of the opening so the birds don't get harmed when coming into your 
bird feeder.  

 

3. Cut a small hole below the opening and insert a wooden dowel or stick to build a perch for the birds. 
Secure the stick in place with glue.  

 

4. Glue one or more mini cups onto the floor of your bird feeder or onto the inside walls.  

 



 

5. Prepare a place for your bird food. You can either put a paper plate into your bird feeder or plan to 
put the seeds directly in the container. 

6. With the help of an adult, poke two holes on opposite sides next to the opening/cap of the container. 
Then thread the twine, yarn, or rope through the holes and tie the ends in a knot to create a handle.  

 

7. Once you are done, start decorating or colouring your bird feeder. Make sure all the materials are safe 
for birds. Good choices are natural materials such as pebbles, shells, tree bark, etc. 

 What type of decoration would be best to attract the most birds?  

8. Fill the bird feeder with bird seeds and add some water to the mini cup.  
9. Set the bird feeder up outside. You can, for example, hang it in a tree or let it sit on a table. Observe 

the birds that come to your bird feeder. 

 What do the birds look like that visit your bird feeder? Which birds can you identify? 
Can you differentiate them by their appearance or their songs? 

What Happened? 

Once you set up your bird feeder, it may have taken a while before you saw birds visiting. This is 
because the birds first have to get used to the bird feeder that they haven't seen before, so they know it 
is safe. After a couple of days, you should have started seeing birds come to your bird feeder. They will 
come for the bird seeds and the water that you have provided for them. If you have binoculars and a 
field guide for birds, you might have been able to identify some of the birds you saw. Which birds live in 
your backyard depends on the area you live in. Different places on Earth have different birds living 
there.  

If you tested different bird seeds in your bird feeder, you might have noticed that different birds prefer 
different seeds. This is because every animal has their own special diet and can only eat certain things. 
Some seeds that birds like to eat are millet or sunflower seeds. Depending on where you have set up your 
bird feeder, you may have also seen other animals besides birds come to your bird feeder, such as 
squirrels, mice, or rats. These animals also need to hunt for food and have to find water in order to 
survive in the wild. 

 


