
STEAM 

Dissect a Flower 
Materials: 

 Fresh flowering plants with large plant parts (3 different 

flowering plants, 2 of each). 

 Glass or cup with water 

 Paper plates (6) 

 Tweezers 

 Scissors 

 Magnifying glass or hand lens (optional) 

 Paper (optional) 

 Coloured pencils (optional) 

 Tape (optional) 

 

Prep Work: 

1. Label each of the paper plates with one plant part (Stem, Petal, Leaf, Pistil, and 

Stamen). 

2. Label one extra paper plate "Other". 

3. Draw lines onto each paper plate to divide it into three sections. 

4. Label each section on each plate with a name of one of the three flowering plants. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Steps: 

1. Carefully look at each of the flowering plants. If you have a magnifying glass, you can 

use it. 

2. Choose one of your flowering plants and use your hands, scissors, or tweezers and 

carefully take it apart. Can you already identify some of the plant parts? 

3. Once you have removed one part of the plant, try to identify it, and place it on the 

corresponding plate. Put it in the section that is labelled with the right plant name. 

4. If you cannot identify a specific plant part, place it on the "Other" plate. 

5. When you have finished taking the first plant apart, look at all its different parts. How 

do different parts within one plant compare? 

6. Next, repeat the dissection with the remaining two flowering plants. Then compare 

the plant parts on each paper plate. What do you notice about the same plant part 

from different flowering plants? 

7. Finally, take a look at all the plant parts that you placed on the "Other" plate. What 

do you think these plant parts are? How can you find out? 

 

 
 

                     

If you want to know more about what happened go to: 

https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/flower-dissection#exploremore 
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