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Date Debate 
Affirmative Team 

Debate Negative 
Team 

Judges Host Time 
keeper 

Imprompt
u Speech 

Prepared 
speech 

18/10 
We should be allowed to have phones at 
school. 

 Imogen 

Addison 

Zerha 

Dalia 

Emily 

Damien 

Mohamed 
Hamish 
Harrison 

Christian Josh Edison 
Charlie 
Albe 

Hamish C 
Mariana 
Charlotte R 

25/10 
The driving aged should be lowered to 16. 

 Anna 

Olivia 

Liv 

Liliana 
Amira 
Charlotte S 

Josh  
Christian 
Lachlan 

Lachlan Zerha Mohamed 

Hamish 

Harrison 

Ria 
Giorgio 
Einaas 

1/11 
Burning coal should become illegal. 

Edison 
Charlie 
Albe 

Ria 
Giorgio 
Einaas 

Hamish C 
Mariana 
Charlotte R 
 

Josh Lachlan Josh  
Christian 
Lachlan 

Dalia 

Emily 

Damien 

8/11 
Should cars be banned in residential 
areas? 

Mohamed 
Hamish 
Harrison 

 Imogen 

Addison 

Zerha 

Dalia 

Emily 

Damien 

Charlie Albe Anna 

Olivia 

Liv 

Liliana 
Amira 
Charlotte S 

15/11 
We should change the name of Australia 
Day to Invasion Day. 

Josh  
Christian 
Lachlan 

Anna 

Olivia 

Liv 

Liliana 
Amira 
Charlotte S 

Mariana Charlotte R Imogen 

Addison 

Zerha 

Edison 
Charlie 
Albe 

22/11 
Straight grades are better than composite 
classes. 

Hamish C 
Mariana 
Charlotte R 

Edison 
Charlie 
Albe 

Ria 
Giorgio 
Einaas 

Hamish C Mariana  Dalia 

Emily 

Damien 

Mohamed 
Hamish 
Harrison 

29/11 
We should we have a mid-week break 
from school? 

Dalia 

Emily 

Damien 

Mohamed 
Hamish 
Harrison 

Imogen 

Addison 

Zerha 

Charlotte 
R 

Charlie Hamish C 
Mariana 
Charlotte R 

Josh  
Christian 
Lachlan 

6/12 
Wind energy is the most efficient energy 
you can get. 

Liliana 
Amira 
Charlotte S 

Josh  
Christian 
Lachlan 

Anna 

Olivia 

Liv 

Edison Addison Ria 
Giorgio 
Einaas 

Imogen 

Addison 

Zerha 

13/12 
Public schools give you a better education 
than private schools. 

Ria 
Giorgio 
Einaas 

Hamish C 
Mariana 
Charlotte R 

Edison 
Charlie 
Albe 

Emily V  Emily  Liliana 
Amira 
Charlotte S 

Anna 

Olivia 

Liv 
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Week               Prepared speech topics (2-3 minutes) 

topic student  student  student 

18/10 Is the development of artificial 
intelligence harmful or beneficial 
for humankind. 

Hamish 
C 

Should we allow 
refugees to seek asylum 
in Australia? 

Marian
a 

Should performance enhancing drugs be 
accepted in sports? 

Charlot
te R 

25/10   Are cell phone safe? 
 

Ria Every kids should play a 
sport. 

Giorgio  Public transport should be free. 
 

Einaas 

 1/11  Do violent video games contribute 
to violence in society? 

Dalia Everyone should learn 
to play a musical 
instrument.   

Emily  Should bottled water be banned?   Damien 

8/11 Is NAPLAN beneficial? Liliana Peanuts should be 
allowed at school. 

Amira Is graffiti art? Charlot
te S 

15/11 Single sex schools are better for 
students 

Edison Should tablets replace 
text books in 
classrooms? 

Charlie  We should be allowed to wear casual 
clothes to school? 

Albe 

22/11 School should start at 10am Moham
ed 

Is university 
worthwhile? 

Hamisk 
K 

Should animals be used for scientific 
testing?   

Harriso
n 

29/11 Should we send money to help 
developing countries and countries 
in crisis? 

Josh  Should we have CCTV 
cameras in our 
classrooms? 

Christia
n 

Should we change the Australian Flag? Lachlan 

6/12 Should all people be vegetarian? Imogen Horse racing should be 
banned 

Addison People should be fined for not recycling. Zerha 

13/12 Should the voting age be lowered. Anna Is Barbie a good role 
model for young 
girls?Liv 

Liv Keeping birds in cages in unethical. Olivia 
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Assessment Matrix 
Criteria 1 2 3 4 5 

Content  

Exploration and 
control of subject 
matter including 
selected items 

With assistance the student 
selected and presented aspects of 

the topic.  

With assistance the student 
selected  and presented  key 

aspects of the topic to achieve 
specific purpose 

The student selected and 
presented key aspects of the 

topic to achieve specific purpose 

 The student selected and 
presented key aspects of the 

topic in detail to achieve specific 
purpose. 

The student selected and 
presented key aspects of the topic 

exploring some of the 
complexities.  

Delivery and Planning  

Introduction 
 
 

With assistance develops an 
introduction to the topic 

With assistance speaker 
introduces the topic and 

attempts to give some focus..    

The speaker introduces the topic 
and gives some perspective 

The speaker introduces the topic 
and gives clear overview and 

direction 

The speaker uses a specific 
technique to engage the audience 
in  the topic with a clear overview 

and direction 

Main body  
With assistance, speech has clear 
sub-topic areas, and attempts to 

explain them. 

With assistance speech has clear 
sub-topic areas, and some 
explanation is provided. 

Speech has clear sub-topic areas, 
some explanation and evidence is 

provided  

Speech has clear sub-topic areas, 
explanation and evidence is 

provided.  

Speech has clear sub-topic areas, 
detailed explanation and some 

evidence is provided. An attempt 
is made to link topic areas back to 

the individual 

Conclusion  
Simple and brief conclusion is 

attempted.  
Simple and brief conclusion is 

provided. 
Speaker attempts overview of 

content as a whole 
Speaker provides overview and 

summarises key points.  

Speaker refocuses audience on 
key aspects of speech and 
attempts to tie main ideas 

together  

Coherence  
With assistance, the student is 
able to present some ideas but 

not in a cohesive manner 

Speaker develops most ideas in a 
logical manner. 

Speaker develops ideas in a way 
that is easily understood by 

listeners 

Speaker develops ideas and 
elaborates on key points in a 

logical manner 

Speaker develops and elaborates 
ideas and key points in a fluent, 

logical manner 
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Delivery and Engagement 

Fluency and 
expression 
 
 

Speaker has difficulty in 
communicating their ideas to the 
class.  

Speaker makes some effort to 
deliver their ideas but pauses 
often and loses track of ideas 

Speaker uses appropriate 
expression in exploring ideas. 

Correct pronunciation is used. An 
attempt is made to vary pace and 

pitch 

Speaker uses engaging expression 
in exploring ideas. Correct 

pronunciation is used.    
Speaker uses appropriate pace 

and pitch. 

Speaker uses complex and 
engaging expression in exploring 
ideas. Correct pronunciation is 

used and pace and pitch is varied 
to emphasise meaning.  

Relationship with 
the audience. 

Limited or no eye contact, reads 
from cue cards. Does not 

adequately show props to class 

Makes some eye contact to 
engage the audience. Uses cue 
cards. Makes some attempt to 

show props to class 

Makes adequate eye contact to 
engage the audience. Uses cue 
cards but at times reads from 

them. Shows props to class with 
confidence and connects props to 

speech. 

Makes eye contact and uses body 
language to engage the audience. 
Uses cue cards confidently. Shows 

props to class with confidence 
and connects props to speech. 

Maintains eye contact and uses 
body language to engage the 

audience. Uses cue cards 
confidently. Shows props to class 

with confidence and connects 
props to speech 

 
Student Reflection, Evaluation and Metacognition Questions 

• What difficulties did I face in preparing for this? 

• What were the strong points of my presentation? 

• What work habits can I change to achieve higher results next time? 

• How can I use the skills of speaking and listening in other subjects? 
  

 


