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Picture Story 

Teacher Notes and Activities 

 

Themes:  
• Family 
• Community 
• Diversity 
• Exploring the World 
• Seasons of Life 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
• Study the front cover of the book. Do you think the focus of the story will be the ‘family’, the ‘tree’ or 

both? 
• Are there indications on the cover as to where the story is initially set? Share your ideas on this with the 

class. (Look closely as you read through the story for other clues about this, and also the other settings.) 
• Who was the narrator of this story? Do you think that this is an unusual concept? Discuss. 
• ‘Laughter, tears, silence, song’. Do you think that these things represent things that would happen in any 

family backyard? 
• Analyse the page spread that starts with ‘Our roots dug deeper. Our roots grew strong.’ What do you think 

the images on the roots of the tree all symbolise? 
• How do you think the tree felt when it was outgrown?  
• Do you think that this is how families also feel when children grow up and leave home? Discuss this as a 

class. 
• How did the tree spread its own seeds? In which countries did its seeds spread to? 
• What feelings did the tree have when little children returned to it? Who do you think these children were? 
• ‘Little hands, brand new, but known.’ What do you think this means? 
• How and why do you think the tree ‘grew again’? 
• How did this book make you feel about family and the connection to your family roots? 
• Design a classroom mural of a tree and the tree roots, and have each student draw or paint something 

that is important in their family life, or their family’s journey, to place on the tree. 
 

It started with a seed, and that seed was me. And, over time, laughter filled my garden... A heartfelt celebration of 
family, community and the seasons of life, to cherish and to share. The official story chosen for ALIA National     
Simultaneous Storytime 2022, to be celebrated all across Australia and New Zealand!  

Family Tree 
By Josh Pyke & Illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh 

Publisher: Scholastic 

ISBN: 9781761126307 SCIS: 5384628  

$19.99 

© Copyright Lamont Books Pty Ltd 2022. These notes may be reproduced in schools for educational purposes only.  


